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ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL, 1906. 

The Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th in- 
stant, at twelve o'clock, noon ; the President in the chair. 

The record of the March meeting was read and approved ; 
and the Librarian and Corresponding Secretary presented 
their monthly reports. 

Mr. Lindsay Swift, of Boston, was elected a Resident 
Member. 

It was announced that a new Volume of the Proceedings — 
Volume XIX. of the second series — and a new serial, com- 
prising the record of the January and February meetings were 
ready for distribution. 

Messrs. Charles C. Smith, Winslow Warren, and Edward 
Channing were appointed a Committee to publish a further 
selection from the Bowdoin and Temple Papers, of which the 
first part was published in 1897. 

Mr. James F. Hunnewell, Senior Member at Large of the 
Council, presented their report, as follows : — 

Report of the Council. 

The passing year brings at its close the annual Review 
of the Society's history given in the Report of the Council, 
including financial, personal, literary, and general subjects. 
From the Treasurer, Librarian, and Cabinet-Keeper, come the 
detailed accounts of their departments. 

The estate of the Society, investment and literary or art 
property, continues, we might say by good habits, to increase. 
By degrees, and sometimes by bounds, it grows larger, and it 
also continues to receive good care. As the Treasurer and 
Auditors show us, the amount of investment for income has 
reached the total of $424,070.39 with a present market value 
of $475,000, belonging to twenty-two Funds. 

If we would fully realize the growth, we can look back over 
what is called the active period of a human life, and see what 
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these totals were thirty years ago, ia 1876 — about $52,300, in 
five Funds. 

These results have not come by gifts from suddenly acquired 
millions, but from good old New England thrift. We can, 
for instance, well reflect on what we have derived from the 
patient economies of Thomas Dowse, and of John Langdon 
Sibley. The whole list of benefactors is, indeed, one of old 
local worth. During the year Funds have been increased that 
bear one of the most distinguished family names in Massachu- 
setts. By the will of Robert Charles Winthrop, the younger 
of that name, $5000 were added to the Fund bequeathed by 
his father, and $2000 to that bequeathed by William Winthrop 
of Malta. 

Very remarkable additions to the Society's treasures were 
made by the bequest of William S. Appleton of United States 
Coins and Medals announced in June, and by the gift of the 
Winthrop Papers in October. Each of these great collections, 
very exceptional of its kind and of national importance, is 
placed here, wisely we may think. 

Nature moves on its course inevitable and resistless, and 
our roll of the departed continues for the current year. Of 
Resident Members, Robert Charles Winthrop, Jr. — distin- 
guished contributor of papers and of funds, born December 7, 
1834, elected May 8, 1879, — died in Boston June 5, 1905. 

James M. Barker, born 1839, elected April 9, 1896, died in 
Boston October 3, 1905. 

Stephen Salisbury, prominent in many offices, born 1835, 
elected November 10, 1881, died November 16, 1905 — last of 
the Salisburys of Worcester. 

William Phineas Upham, born 1836, elected November 11, 
1875, died in Newtonville November 23, 1905. 

Of Corresponding Members, John Hay, eminent diploma- 
tist, elected June, 1900, died in Newbury, N. H., July 1,1905. 

There have been two resignations: John Carver Palfrey, 
Resident, December 14, 1905 (who died January 29, 1906), 
and William Ashmead Courtenay, Corresponding, also on 
December 14, 1905. Deaths, 5 ; resignations, 2. 

Six Resident, and three Corresponding Members have been 
elected. Of the former, Henry Greenleaf Pearson, April 13, 
1905; Bliss Perry, May 11, 1905; John Lathrop, December 
14, 1905 ; Edwin Doak Mead, January 11, 1906 ; Edwin Henry 
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Clement, February 8, 1906, and William Endicott, March 8, 
1906. Of the latter, Gabriel Hanotaux of Paris, May 11, 1905 ; 
Hubert Hall of London, December 14, 1906, and Andrew 
Cunningham McLaughlin, March 8, 1906. There are now two 
vacancies in the Resident Membership. 

Important among personal events was, in January, the 
resignation caused by illness, of the Rev. Dr. Edward J. 
Young, for the past twenty-two years Recording Secretary ; 
also the election of his successor, Mr. Edward Stan wood. 

Of papers read to the Society there has been no lack in 
number, in variety, and in subject. Through more than a 
century offerings of the sort have been made, yet still there is 
material and ability for more, and it is well to observe results 
in the past year. 

At the May meeting President Adams spoke of three pam- 
phlets : " The Naming of Hull," by Albert Matthews, Presi- 
dent Smith's Address at Clinton on Shays's Rebellion, and Mr. 
Bingham of Ashville, N. C, on " Sectional Misunderstand- 
ings " ; Mr. William R. Thayer read a long and brilliant 
paper on " The Outlook in History " ; Mr. Franklin B. San- 
born spoke of two early Colonial physicians, Dr. Greenland 
and Dr. Barefoot ; Mr. James F. Hunnewell presented "Latest 
and Earliest Town Views " with gift of five local views, and 
exhibition of others made in the fifteenth century ; and Hon. 
Samuel A. Green a paper on the " Washington Oak at Mount 
Vernon." 

At the June meeting President Adams read a long and 
important paper, a result of much thought and keen personal 
observation, entitled " Some Notes made in Africa on the Brit- 
ish Occupation of Egypt and the Soudan, and on the Status of 
the African in the Upper Nile Region." This memorial of his 
notable visit to the interior of the "Dark Continent" — on 
which he threw much light — was not, at his suggestion, 
printed in the Proceedings. We heard in it an account of the 
most distant and remarkable tour ever made by a President of 
this Society. 

At the October meeting he read, in part, a longer paper, 
which is printed in full with the record of the meeting. It 
relates to " Mr. Rhodes's Fifth Volume." It is a review of 
important features of our Civil War made with the character- 
istic force and learning of its author on passages written by 



204 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

one suggested to have the place of our American Clarendon. 
Mr. Charles C. Smith communicated long extracts from the 
interesting manuscript Memoirs of the Rev. Dr. John Pierce 
of Brookline, and added some remarks on them. 

At the November meeting William A. Dunning, LL. D., of 
Columbia University, a Corresponding Member, read a paper 
on " A Little More Light on Andrew Johnson " — much more 
light, it might be said, on that president's noted first annual 
message ; and Mr. Charles P. Bowditch presented documents 
and remarks on the treatment of negro seamen at the South 
in 1842-1843. 

In December Mr. Charles C. Smith continued instructive 
extracts from the Memoirs of the Rev. Dr. John Pierce ; Hon. 
Samuel A. Green communicated for Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
family letters by Mrs. John T. Kirkland, giving very interesting 
accounts of her social life abroad in 1830-1832 ; and President 
Adams communicated a letter from the Hon. John Quincy 
Adams, and a long and important account of that statesman 
in the Twenty-second Congress. 

In January, President Adams presented an admirable 
Memorial to Congress on the preservation of the frigate " Con- 
stitution " which was signed by all the officers of the Society ; 
Mr. Dalton read a letter on Designs upon Postage Stamps of 
the United States, and Mr. Stan wood a paper on the Massa- 
chusetts Election in 1806. 

In February, Hon. Samuel A. Green, on behalf of Hon. 
John Bigelow, senior Corresponding Member, presented a 
paper on Nini's statuette of- Benjamin Franklin, and Mr. San- 
born one on " S' John de Crdvecceur, the American Farmer." 
In March, President Adams narrated the history of his book- 
plate, based upon that of John Adams, 1783, and forming, we 
can well believe, the most historic book-plate in our country. 
Colonel Thomas L. Livermore read a long and interesting 
paper on the Appomattox Campaign, refuting an unhistorical 
report concerning the retreat of General Lee. Mr. Charles K. 
Bolton followed, with a paper on " McCrady's opinion of Gen- 
eral Greene." These two papers are iinportant in correcting 
history. 

Other literary work especially for the Society is in Memoirs 
of deceased Members, that are not only tributes to former 
associates, but that, in the course of years, form a valuable 
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and interesting Biographical Dictionary of Worthies of the 
State. 

In April, Mr. John T. Morse, Jr., presented a long and ad- 
mirable Memoir of a typical Bostonian of the old, higher class. 
Colonel Henry Lee ; and Mr. Nathaniel Paine and President 
G. Stanley Hall, one of Senator George Frisbie Hoar. From 
among all his many widely varied associates this tribute comes 
well from his townsmen, friends of many years. In view of 
the immense services to country and to mankind rendered by 
the Great Senator, differences of opinion fade, and each of us 
may well sa}' with Hamlet (I, 2) : — 

" He was a man, take him for all in all, 
I shall not look upon his like again." 

Also Hon. William W. Crapo presented his Memoir of John 
S. Brayton, distinguished antiquary and business man of 
southeastern Massachusetts. 

In October came Judge James M. Barker's Memoir of 
Henry Walbridge Taft, of Pittsfield, representing another ex- 
treme part of the State. In December, Mr. Samuel Savage 
Shaw gave a detailed and interesting account of the busy life 
of Uriel H. Crocker, and in March, Prof. H. W. Haynes a 
Memoir of Judge Mellen Chamberlain, also later one of 
Theodore Lyman, and one of Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., were 
presented by President Adams. 

The Serial Publications of the Society, have been as usual, 
continued ; the Collections reaching the fifth volume of the 
seventh series (Part third of the Heath Papers), or the sixty- 
fifth since the start in 1792, and the Proceedings the nine- 
teenth of the second series, or the fortieth volume since the 
beginning in 1859. Besides these one hundred and five vol- 
umes, with their great amount and variety of historical matter, 
the Society has issued (besides some smaller work) its Cata- 
logue of 1811, one volume, and the far larger one of 1860 two 
volumes, also Twelve Lectures at the Lowell Institute, 1869, 
one volume, and, in 1906, Catalogue of the Library and Col- 
lection of Letters, etc., bequeathed by the Rev. Robert C. 
Waterston, thus making one hundred and nine octavos in the 
one hundred and fifteen years of the Society's life — proving 
active as well as good work. 

Three other events in the Society's history during the year 
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should be mentioned. It, and especially its President, may- 
well be congratulated on the success of efforts made to preserve 
the historic frigate " Constitution." Very pleasant to the many 
attendants was the luncheon given by Vice-President Rhodes, 
April 13th, and that given by President Adams, June 8th. 

Apart from services to the Society its members have proved 
their activity by works on their own account, a list of which 
for the past year has been handed to me, and is appended to 
this Report. 

With a long and honorable past, and a flourishing present, 
this Society can, with due care, have an even longer, successful 
future. 

Without instructions about subjects for comment, I may, 
perhaps, be allowed to follow precedents, and mention some 
of my own thoughts. 

This Society, like others of its kind, is a trust — in the 
old meaning of the word. In regard to invested funds the 
course is plain, — they must from time to time be changed, but 
always so as at least to preserve the principal. In regard to 
books, manuscripts, and plates the course should be substan- 
tially the same, without the change but with the preservation, 
especially when these possessions are of exceptional rarity, 
and cannot like money be replaced. The collection here, for 
example, is particularly one of early New England history and 
literature. It is impressive, startling, when we realize the 
small number of copies of these earlier printed works that 
exist. On one not very long shelf all could stand. Years of 
watching are now needed for obtaining most of them, and 
many of the later works of history and literature owned by the 
Society are of increasing rarity, its manuscripts are, of course, 
unique. Available sources for fresh supplies are almost 
exhausted. 

Two hundred and more years hence, intelligent men will 
want to know what were the fine and rare books of the 
seventeenth to the nineteenth century, and to consult them. 
Amid the wear and loss ceaselessly occurring, here is a place 
for preservation, and with that under due and careful guard 
there can be all proper use. 

Most of the treasures of late obtainable have been saved and 
preserved with loving care by collectors ; by such care they 
should everywhere be kept.. 
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Around this Society at its meetings is a collection of litera- 
ture fit to surround any group of scholars in the English-speak- 
ing world. The benign old collector of the volumes looks down 
on you, and on them. And a greater also looks down on you 
and them — the Shakespeare of Romance turning thought to 
his wonderful library that long after him still looks on the room 
he made and loved, and out on the broad lawn and the rippling 
Tweed, also his delight. The sunshine streams in, both here 
and there, and brightens the golden array of precious works, 
and may men of the twenty-second century see all of them 
as fair.^ 

Publications of Members. 

A Milestone Planted. Address of Charles Francis Adams at Lin. 
coin, Massachusetts, April 23, 1904, on the One Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town. 

The Acts and Resolves, Public and Private, of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay : to which are prefixed the Charters of the Prov- 
ince. With historical and explanatory notes, and an appendix. Volume^ 
XIII., being Volume VIII. of the Appendix, containing Resolves, etc., 
1741-1746. Edited by Melville M. Bigelow. 

Cases on the Law of Bills, Notes and Cheques. By Melville M. 
Bigelow. Second edition by F. L. Simpson. 

A History of the United States. Vol. I. The Planting of a Nation 
in the New World. 1000-1660. By Edward Channing. 

The JefEersonian System. By Edward Channing. [Vol. XII. of 
" The American Nation," edited by Albert Bushnell Hart.] 

Curious Features of some of the early notes or bills used as a circu- 
lating mediunl in Massachusetts. By Andrew McFarland Davis. 

Emergent Treasury-supply in Massachusetts in early days. By 
Andrew McFarland Davia. 

The Limitation of Prices in Massachusetts, 1776-1779. By Andrew 
McFarland Davis. 

The England and Holland of the Pilgrims. By the late Henry M. 
Dexter, and his son Morton Dexter, 

An Historical Address delivered at Groton, Massachusetts, July 12, 
1905, by request of the citizens, on the celebration of the Two Hun- 
dred and Fiftieth Anniversary of the Settlement of the Town. By 
Samuel Abbott Green, a native of the Town. With an Appendix. 

Same, with the Proceedings of the day, published by the Town. 

Peabody Educatiofi Fund. Proceedings of the Trustees at their 

1 The references in the last paragraph are to the large portrait of Thomai 
Dowse at the head of the room, and to the white marble bust of Sir Walter 
Scott at the upper right-hand corner. 
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Forty-seventli meeting, New York, 4 October, 1905. Edited by 
Samuel A. Green, Secretary and General Agent. 

Man without a Country. By Edward Everett Hale. School Edi- 
tion, new introduction and notes by the author. 

The American Nation ; a History from original sources by associated 
scholars. Edited by Albert Bushnell Hart, advised by various Histor- 
ical Societies. Vols. VI. to XHl., of which Vol. XH. on " The Jef- 
fersonian System " is by our associate, Edward Channing ; Vol. VII., 
on " France in America," by Reuben Gold Thwaites, a Corresponding 
Member ; and Vols. X., XL, on " The Federal Constitution," and " The 
Federalist System," by Andrew Cunningham McLaughlin, a Corre- 
sponding Member. 

Essentials in American History, from the discovery to the present 
day. By Albert Bushnell Hart. 

Essentials in English History. By Albert Perry Walker, in consul- 
tation with Albert Bushnell Hart. 

George Frisbie Hoar. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. 

History of the United States from 986 to 1905. New edition, re- 
vised to date. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson and William 
Macdonald. 

Part of a Man's Life. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. 

Diocese of Massachusetts. Twelfth Annual Address of the Rt. Rev. 
William Lawrence, D.D., to the Convention of the Diocese, May, 
1906. 

The Keeping of a Parish Register. A letter to the Clergy of the 
Diocese. ' By William Lawrence. 

One Hundred Deacons. By William Lawrence. 

History of the United States. By J. W. Garner and Henry Cabot 
Lodge. 

Memoir of Colonel Henry Lee, with Selections from his Writings 
and Speeches. By John T. Morse, Jr. 

The Negro and the Nation. By George S. Merriam. 

Ashfteld Children's exhibit and prize day. By Charles Eliot Norton. 

John Brown and his Friends. By Franklin B. Sanborn. 

The Diocesan Library, being the Twenty-second Annual Report 
made to the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts, May, 1906. By Edmund F. Slafter. 

James Gillespie Blaine. By Edward Stanwood. [American States- 
men, second series.] 

A Short History of Venice. By William R. Thayer. 

The Annual Report of the Treasurer and the Report of the 
Auditing Committee were presented in print : — 
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Meport of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-Laws, 
Chapter VII., Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits 
his Annual Report, made up to March 31, 1906. 

The special funds held by him are twenty-two in number, 
and are as follows : — 

I. The Applbton Fukd, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by a gift to the Society, from Nathan Appleton, William Ap- 
pleton, and Nathaniel I. Bowditch, trustees under the will of 
Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value of ten thou- 
sand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold for $12,203, 
at which sum the fund now stands. The income is applicable 
to " the procuring, preserving, preparation, and publication of 
historical papers." The cost of publishing the Heath Papers 
was charged to the income of this fund. 

II. The Massachusetts Histoeical Tetjst-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at $10,000. This 
fund originated in a gift of two thousand dollars from the 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from another associate, Nathaniel Thayer. 
The annual income must be added to the principal between 
July and January, or by " a recorded vote " of " the Society " 
it may " be expended in such objects as to them may be desir- 
able." The directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust may 
be found in the printed Proceedings for November, 1855. 

III. The Dowse Fund, given to the Society by George 
Livermore and Eben. Dale, executors of the will of Thomas 
Dowse, April 9, 1857, for the " safe keeping " of the Dowse 
Library, which was formally given by Mr. Dowse to the So- 
ciety in July, 1856. It amounts to $10,000. The income for 
the year has been placed to the credit of the General Account, 
in accordance with what was understood to be the wish of 
the executors. 

IV. The Pbabody Fund, which was presented by the 
eminent banker and philanthropist George Peabody, in a letter 
dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now stands at $22,123. The income 
is available only for the publication and illustration of the 
Society's Proceedings and Memoirs, and for the preservation 
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of the Society's Historical Portraits. The cost of publishing a 
Consolidated Index to the Second Series of the Proceedings, 
for the preparation of which a committee has been appointed, 
will be charged against the income of this fund. 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest of $5,000 
from the Hon. James Savage, President from 1841 to 1855, 
received in June, 1873. By a change of the original invest- 
ments the principal was increased $1,000, and the fund now 
stands on the books at the sum of $6,000.. The income is to 
be used for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Ekastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recogni- 
tion of her father's interest in the work of the Society. The 
original sum was one thousand dollars ; but the interest was 
added to the principal to bring the amount up to $2,000, at 
which it now stands. There is no restriction as to the use 
to be made of this fund ; but up to the present time the 
income has been used only for the purchase of books for the 
Library. 

VII. The William Winthrop Fund, which last year 
stood at the sum of $3,000, was received Oct. 13, 1882, under 
the will of William Winthrop, for many years a Correspond- 
ing Member of the Societ3^ By the will of our associate the 
younger Robert C. Winthrop the sum of $2,000 was given to 
the Society to be added to and form part of the fund be- 
queathed by his kinsman. This sum was received by the 
Treasurer, Oct. 13, 1905, exactly twenty-three years after the 
receipt of the original bequest ; and the fund now stands at 
$5,000. The income is to be applied " to the binding for better 
preservation of the valuable manuscripts and books apper- 
taining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Frothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 
the widow of Richard Frothingham, Treasurer from 1847 to 
1877, of a certificate of twenty shares in the Union Stock Yard 
and Transit Co., of Chicago, of the par value of $100 each, 
and of the stereotype plates of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege of 
Boston," " Life of Joseph Warren," and " Rise of the Repub- 
lic." The fund stands on the Treasurer's books at $3,000, 
exclusive of the copyright. There are no restrictions on the 
uses to which the income may be applied. 
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IX. The General Fund, which represents the following 
items : — 

1. A gift of two thousand dollars from the residuary estate 
of Mary Peince Townsend, by the executors of her will, 
William Minot and William Minot, Jr., in recognition of 
which, by a vote of the Society, passed June 13, 1861, the 
Treasurer was " directed to make and keep a special entry in 
his account books of this contribution as the donation of Miss 
Mary P. Townsend." 

2. A legacy of two thousand dollars from Heney Haeeis, 
received in July, 1867. 

3. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
Geoegb Bemis, received in March, 1879. 

4. A gift of one hundred dollars from our associate Ralph 
Waldo Emeeson, received in April, 1881. 

6. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
Williams Latham, received in May, 1884. 

6. A bequest of five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light 
and Coke Co. from Geoege Dextee, Recording Secretary 
from 1878 to 1883, received in June, 1884. This bequest for 
several years stood on the Treasurer's books at |900, at which 
sum the shares were valued when the incomes arising from 
separate investments were all merged in one consolidated 
account. Besides the regular quarterly dividends there has 
been received up to the present time from the sale of sub- 
scription rights, etc., the sum of $337.56, which has been 
added to the nominal amount of Mr. Dexter's bequest. 

7. A legacy of one thousand dollars from our associate 
Ebenezer Rookwood Hoae, received in February, 1895. 

8. A gift of one hundred dollars from Hoeace Davis, a 
Corresponding Member, received in April, 1904. 

9. A gift of one hundred dollars from our associate Edwaed 
D. Haeeis, received in March, 1905. 

10. Twenty-nine commutation fees of one hundred and 
fifty dollars each. 

11. The sum of $29,955.17 was withdrawn from the proceeds 
of the sale of the Tremont Street estate, and added to this 
fund; the sum of f 731.70 received from the Medical Library 
for cost of party-wall was also deducted from the cost of the 
real estate, and added to this fund ; and in closing the accounts 
for the current year a payment of $397 for permanent improve- 
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merits was charged to this fund and credited to Building Ac- 
count. The net sum which has been credited to the fund 
from this source is $30,289.87. 

12. In March, 1888, when all the securities belonging to the 
Society were transferred to the consolidated investments, the 
sum of $100 was added to this fund to represent the increased 
market value at that time of an eight per cent bond of the 
Quincy and Palmyra Railroad Co. for $1,000, bought at par 
many years before, and specially held for this account. 

The amount of the fund at the present time is $43,277.43. 

X. The Anonymous Fund, which originated in a gift 
of $1,000 to the Society in April, 1887, communicated in a 
letter to the Treasurer, from a valued associate, printed in the 
Proceedings (2d series, vol. iii. pp. 277, 278). A further gift 
of $250 was received from the same generous friend in April, 

1888. The income has been added to the principal; and in 
accordance with the instructions of the giver this policy is to 
be continued (see Proceedings, 2d 8«Jries, vol. xiii. pp. 66, 67). 
The fund now stands at $3,277.44. 

XL The William Amoey Fund, which was a bequest of 
$3,000, from our associate William Amory, received Jan. 7, 

1889. There are no restrictions on the uses to which the 
income may be applied. 

XII. The Lawrence Fund, which was a bequest of 
$3,000, from our associate the younger Abbott Lawrence 
(H. U., Class of 1849), received in June, 1894. The income 
is " to be expended in publishing the Collections and Pro- 
ceedings " of the Society. The cost of publishing Volume 
XVII. of the Second Series of the Proceedings was charged 
against the income of this fund. 

XIII. The Robert C. Winthrop Fund, which originated 
in a bequest of $5,000, from the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, 
President from 1855 to 1885, received in December, 1894. 
No restrictions were attached to this bequest ; but by a vote 
of the Society passed Dec. 13, 1894, it was directed that the 
income " shall be expended for such purposes as the Council 
may from time to time direct." By the will of our late asso- 
ciate Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., the sum of $5,000 was given to 
the Society to be added to and form part of the fund be- 
queathed by his father. This sum was received Oct. 18, 1905 ; 
and this fund now stands at $10,000. 
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XIV. The Waterston Publishing Fukd, which was a 
bequest of 110,000, from our associate the Rev. Robert C. 
Waterston, received in December, 1894. The income is to be 
used as a publishing fund, in accordance with the provisions 
of Mr. Waterston's will printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. viii. pp. 172, 173). The cost of publishing Volume 
XVIII. of the Second Series of the Proceedings, was charged 
against the income of this fund. 

XV. The Ellis Fund, which originated in a bequest to 
the Society of f 30,-000, by Dr. George E. Ellis, President from 
1885 to 1894. This sum was paid into the Treasury Dec. 20, 
1895 ; and to it has been added the sum of $1,663.66 received 
from the sale of various articles of personal property, also given 
to the Society by Dr. Ellis, which it was not thought desirable 
to keep, making the whole amount of the fund $31,663.66. No 
part of the original sum can be used for the purchase of other 
real estate in exchange for the real estate specifically devised 
by Dr. Ellis's will. 

Besides the bequest in money. Dr. Ellis by his will gave to 
the Society his dwelling-house No. 110 Marlborough Street, 
with substantially all its contents. In the exercise of the dis- 
cretion which the Society was authorized to use, this house 
was sold for the sum of $25,000, and the proceeds invested in 
the more eligible estate on the corner of the Fenway and 
Boylston Street. The full sum received from the sale was 
entered on the Treasurer's books, to the credit of Ellis 
House, in perpetual memory of Dr. Ellis's gift. 

XVI. The Lowell Fund, which was a bequest of the 
Hon. John Lowell (H. U., Class of 1843), amounting to $3,000, 
received Sept. 13, 1897. There are no restrictions on the uses 
to which the income may be applied. The cost of publishing 
Volume XX. of the Second Series of the Proceedings will 
be charged against the income of this fund. 

XVII. The Wateeston Fund, which was received April 
21, 1900, in full satisfaction of a bequest from our associate 
the Rev. Robert C. Waterston. Some legal questions hav- 
ing arisen in connection with this bequest, the matter was 
compromised, and the sum of $5,000 was received, as stated 
in the Proceedings (2d series, vol. xiv. pp. 163, 164). The 
income is to be used for printing a catalogue of the Waterston 
Library, for printing documents from it, and for making addi- 
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tions to the Library from time to time. The catalogue of the 
Library was completed and issued a few weeks ago. 

XVI IL The Watebston Fund No. 2, which was a fur- 
ther bequest of 110,000 from Mr. Waterston, in regard to 
which there were no legal questions, and which was also re- 
ceived April 21, 1900. The income is to be used for " print- 
ing and publishing any important or interesting autograph, 
original manuscripts, letters or documents which may be in 
possession of" the Society. 

Besides the three funds, for the creation of which provision 
was made by Mr. Waterston's will, the Treasurer received, 
under the will, the sum of $10,000, to be applied to the fitting 
up of a room or portion of a fire-proof building for the com- 
modious and safe keeping of the Waterston Collection. A 
room was accordingly set apart for that purpose, and the 
larger part of this sum was expended in making it con- 
venient and attractive. Some further expenditures must be 
made on this account, and any balance of cash remaining 
in the hands of the Treasurer will be used, in accordance with 
the terms of the will, in adding books to the collection, under 
the direction of the Council. 

XIX. The Robekt Charles Billings Fund. This was 
a gift of $10,000, received April 16, 1903, from the surviving 
executors of the will of the late Robert Charles Billings. The 
income is to be used only for publications. The cost of pub- 
lishing Volume XIX. of the Second Series of the Proceedings 
was charged against the income of this fund. 

XX. The John Langdon Sibley Fund, which was cre- 
ated under the will of our associate, printed in the Proceedings 
(2d series, vol. ii. pp. 168-170), was received in two instal- 
ments, Aug. 6, 1903, and April 18, 1904. The income must 
be applied in the manner set forth in Mr. Sibley's will. The 
fund now stands on the books at $168,933.11. 

XXI. The Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund, which was 
created under her will, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
voL xvi. pp. 21-23), was also received in two instalments, 
Aug. 5, 1903, and April 18, 1904. There are no restrictions 
on the uses to which the income may be applied, and it has 
been carried to the credit of the General Account. The fund 
stands at $22,509.48. 

XXIL The Thomas L. Wintheop Fund, which is de- 
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signed to perpetuate the memory of the fourth President of 
the Society. In the early part of 1837 he gave to the Society 
a beautiful copy of Audubon's " Birds of America." Since that 
time other organizations have come into existence which are 
directly interested in the study of natural history, and as the 
volumes were little used in this Library, it was thought best, 
after consultation with the descendants of the donor, to sell 
the volumes and add the proceeds to our permanent funds. 
This was done by the Librarian under the direction of the 
Council, and the sum of $2,000 was received by the Treasurer 
April 9, 1905. For the present the annual income will be 
added to the principal. 

On Dec. 16, 1903, the Treasurer received from the ex- 
ecutors under the will of our associate the late Hon. Mellen 
Chamberlain the sum of f 5,520, on account of Judge Cham- 
berlain's bequest to the Society to defray the cost of publishing 
his " History of Chelsea." This bequest has been treated as 
an open account, — all payments for the History have been 
charged to it, and interest credited on unexpended balances 
available for the purpose. The payments to the present time 
amount to $2,259.60. It is expected that on the final settle- 
ment of Judge Chamberlain's estate the Society will receive 
a further sum from the executors of his will. 

The Treasurer also holds a deposit book in the Five Cent 
Savings Bank for flOO and interest, which is applicable to the 
care and preservation of the beautiful model of the Brattle 
Street Church, deposited with us in April, 1877. 

In January, 1905, the Treasurer received from our associate 
Thomas Minns the gift of one of the earliest deposit books 
issued by the " Provident Institution for Savings in the Town 
of Boston," to Miss Maria Antoinette Parker, February 21, 
1821, with a transfer of the balance of principal and interest 
now or hereafter to be represented by it. Whenever the 
interest amounts to 125, it is to be used for the purchase of 
books for the Library ; and the deposit book itself is to be kept 
as an interesting relic of the earlier time. It is worthy of notice 
that a former Treasurer and President of this Society, James 
Savage, was one of the founders and afterward President of 
the Provident Institution, and that the two corporations were 
for a considerable period joint owners of the estate on Tremont 
Street which they jointly occupied. 
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As these two deposit books represent constantly varying 
sums, it has not been thought desirable to include them in 
the General Fund, to which they naturally belong, though 
the income from them is applicable only to prescribed 
uses. 

It should not be forgotten that besides the gifts and bequests 
represented by these funds, which the Treasurer is required to 
take notice of in his Annual Report, numerous gifts have been 
made to the Society from time to time, and expended for the 
purchase of the real estate, or in promoting the objects for 
which the Society was organized. A detailed account of these 
gifts was included in the Annual Report of the Treasurer, 
dated March 31, 1887, printed in the Proceedings (2d series, 
vol. iii. pp. 291-296) ; and in the list of the givers there enu- 
merated will be found the names of many honored associates, 
now living or departed, and of other gentlemen, not members 
of the Society, who were interested in the promotion of histori- 
cal studies. They gave liberally in the day of small things ; 
and to them the Society is largely indebted for its present 
prosperity and usefulness. 

To the benefactors there mentioned must be added Charles 
Francis Adams, President of the Society, who, in the sum- 
mer of 1895, bought a lot of land on the Fenway (3,000 
square feet), with a view of adding it to the lot bought by 
the Society, in case the latter should prove too small. When 
the plans for the new building were drawn, it was found to 
be desirable to make some change in the lines of the Society's 
estate, and the lot bought by the President was conveyed to 
the Society, with a verbal understanding that he should re- 
ceive for it an equal quantity of land on Boylston Street. In 
February, 1901, a portion of unoccupied land on Boylston 
Street (2,622^ square feet) was sold to indemnify the Presi- 
dent for the land conveyed by him to the Society. The dif- 
ference ($3,000) between the sum paid by the President 
(f 15,000) and the amount received for the land sold (f 12,000) 
was an absolute gift to the Society, and to this difference must 
be added the interest on $15,000 from the date of the original 
purchase up to the date of sale of the Boylston Street land, a 
period of nearly six years. 

The stock and bonds held by the Treasurer as investments 
on account of the above-mentioned fundfe are as follows : — 
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$14,000 in the five per cent mortgage bonds of the Chicago and 
West Michigan Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$1,000 in a five per cent bond of the Chicago and North Michigan 
Railroad Co., due 1931 ; 

$5,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Rio Grande Western Rail- 
road Co., due 1939; 

$8,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and 
Quincy Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$3,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Chicago, Burlington, and 
Quincy Railroad Co., due 1922; 

$4,000 in the three and one-half per cent bonds of the Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy Railroad Co., due 1949 ; 

85,000 in the five per cent gold bonds of the Cincinnati, Dayton, 
and Ironton Railroad Co., due 1941 ; 

$14,500 in the four per cent mortgage bonds of the Atchison, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad Co., due 1995 ; 

$9,000 in the adjustment four per cent bonds, due 1995 ; $2,000 
in the convertible four per cent bonds, due 1995 ; and one hundred and 
fifty-eight shares of the preferred stock of the same corporation ; 

$11,000 in the five per cent collateral trust bonds of the Chicago 
Junction Railways and Union Stock Yards Co., due 1915 ; 

$10,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Oregon Short Line Railroad 
Co., due 1946 ; 

$10,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Oregon Short Line Railroad 
Co., due 1929 ; 

$12,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Lewiston-Concord Bridge Co., 
due 1924 ; 

$6,000 in the four and one half per cent bonds of the Boston and 
Maine Railroad Co., due 1944 ; 

$10,000 in the four per cent bonds of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., due 1929 ; 

$54,000 in the four per cent joint bonds of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Co. and the Great Northern Railroad Co., due 1921 ; 

$12,000 in the convertible five per cent bonds of the Kansas City 
Stock Yards Co., due 1913 ; 

$6,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Long Island Railroad Co., 
due 1949 ; 

$12,000 in the four per cent bonds of the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad Co., due 1934 ; 

$8,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Bangor and Aroostook 
Railroad Co., due 1951 ; 

$4,500 in the seven per cent bonds of the Atchison and Nebraska 
Railroad Co., due 1908; 

$22,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Burlington and' Missouri 
River Railroad Co. in Nebraska, due 1910 ; 

28 
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$2,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Detroit, Grand Rapids and 
Western Railroad Co., due 1946 ; 

$9,000 in the four per cent bonds of the Fitchburg Railroad Co., due 
1927; 

$3,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Kansas City, Clinton and 
Springfield Railroad Co., due 1925; 

$5,000 in the seven per cent bonds of the Kansas City, St. Joseph 
and Council Bluffs Railroad Co., due 1907 ; 

$2,000 in the five per cent bonds of the Lowell, Lawrence and 
Haverhill Street Railway Co., due 1923 ; 

$6,000 in the four per cent bonds of the West End Street Railway 
Co., due 1915 ; 

$25,000 in the six 'per cent mortgage notes of G. St. L. Abbott, 
Trustee ; 

$6,000 in the six per cent mortgage agreement of C. F. Adams, 
Trustee ; 

Fifty shares in the Merchants' National Bank of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the State National Bank of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the National Bank of Commerce of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the National Union Bank of Boston ; 

Fifty shares in the Second National Bank of Boston ; 

Twenty-five shares in the National Shawmut Bank of Boston ; 

Thirty-five shares in the Boston and Albany Railroad Co.; 

Twenty-five shares in the Old Colony Railroad Co. ; 

Twenty-five shares in the preferred stock of the Fitchburg Rail- 
road Co. ; 

One hundred and fifty shares in the preferred stock of the Chicago 
Junction Railways and Union Stock Yards Co. ; 

Two hundred and fifty shares in the preferred stock of the American 
Smelting and Refining Co. ; 

One hundred and eighty-four shares in the Kansas City Stock 
Yards Co. ; 

Ten shares in the Cincinnati Gas and Electric Co., received in ex- 
change for five shares in the Cincinnati Gas-Light and Coke Co. ; 

Six shares in the Boston Real Estate Trust (of the par value of $1,000); 

Five shares in the State Street Exchange ; and 

Three shares in the Pacific Mills (of the par value of $1,000). 

The net cost of these securities is $424,070.39 ; but their market value 
is much higher. 

The following abstracts and the trial balance show the pres- 
ent condition of the several accounts : — 
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CASH ACCOUNT. 

1905. DEBITS. 

March 31. To balance on hand $2,070.42 

1906. 

March 81. „ receipts as follows : — 

General Account 1,802.89 

Consolidated Income 21,691.68 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund . 68.80 

23,453.87 

R. C. Winthrop Fund 5,000.00 

W. Winthrop Fund 2,000.00 

T. L. Winthrop Fund 2,000.00 

Investments 6,444,73 

$40,968.62 

March 31. To balance brought down $1,820.37 

igng CBBDITS. 

March 81. By payments as follows : — 

Investments $28,341.00 

Income of R. Frothingham Fund . . . 76.62 
Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund .... 235.10 

Income of Savage Fund 184.47 

Income of Waterston Fund . . . . 1,216.29 
Income of Waterston Publishing Fund . 67.90 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund 2,267.85 

Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund . . . 124.06 

Income of Appleton Fund 907.14 

Income of Peabody Fund 141.47 

Income of Mass. Historical Trust Fund . 147.92 
Income of R. C. Billings Fund .... 1,641.68 

Income of Lawrence Fund 78.80 

Chamberlain Bequest 912.60 

Consolidated Income 82.67 

Income of Lowell Fund 65.30 

General Account 7,417.88 

15,410.15 

Real Estate 397.00 

„ balance on hand 1,820.37 

$40,968.52 



GENERAL ACCOUNT. 

1905. DEBITS. 

March 81. To balance brought forward $6,694.00 

1906. 
March 31. „ sundry charges and payments : — 

Salaries of Librarian's Assistants . . . 2,608.50 

Services of Janitor 965.00 

Printing and binding 113.45 

Stationery and postage 72.63 

Carried finvard $3,849.68 $6,594.00 
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Brought forward $3,849.58 $6,594.00 

Light 78.24 

Water 73.00 

Coal and wood 606.63 

Miscellaneous expenses 565.02 

Editing publications of the Society . . . 2,000.00 
Repairs 245.41 

7,417.88 

„ balance carried forward 1,738.66 

115,750.54 

1906. CEBDIT8. 

March 31. By sundry receipts : — 

Interest $88.84 

Admission Fees 150.00 

Assessments 700.00 

Sales of publications 864.65 

Copyright, etc 4.40 

1,802.89 

Income of General Fund 2,458.79 

Income of Ellis Fund 1,782.60 

Income of Dowse Fund 562.98 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund 8,000.00 

Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund 1,143.28 

$15,750.54 
March 31. By balance brought down $1,738.66 



Income of General Fund. 

1906. ''''""*• 
March 31. To amount carried to General Account $2,458.79 

1906 CREDITS. 

'March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $2,458.79 



Income of J. L. Sibley Fund. 

1906. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount transferred to General Account $8,000.00 

„ payments in accordance with the will 2,267.85 

„ amount added to principal of J. L. Sibley Fund . . . 2,205 87 

„ balance carried forward 2,603.37 

$15,077.09 



1905. 



CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $6,253.61 

1906 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 8,823.48 

$15,077.09 

March 31. By balance brought down $2,608.37 
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Income of C. A. L. Sibley Fund. 



DEBITS. 



1906. 

March 31. To amount paid for booka, etc $124.06 

„ balance carried to General Account 1,143.28 

$1,267.34 



1906. 



CREDITS. 



March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $1,267.34 

Income of Ellis Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1906. 
March 31. To amount carried to General Account ....... $1,782.60 

1906. CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income , . $1,782.60 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund. 

1906. "^»"«- 

March 31. To amount paid for books . $235.10 

„ balance carried forward 594.66 

$829.76 

1905. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $717.16 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 112.60 

$829.76 

March 31. By balance brought forward $694.66 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund. 

1906. ''^*"*- 

March 31. To amount paid for sundries $147.82 

„ balance carried forward 8,195.03 

$3,342.95 

1905. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $2,779.97 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 562.98 

I $8,342.95 

March 31. By balance brought forward $3,195.03 
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Income of Peabody Fund. 

1906. "^^"*- 

March 31. To amount paid for printing and binding $141.47 

„ balance carried forward 2,916.00 

$3,057.47 

1905. CKBDIT8. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $1,811.98 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 1^245.49 

$3,057.47 

March 31. By balance brought down $2,916.00 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund, 

1906. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount paid for printing and binding $75.52 

„ balance carried forward 1,904.32 

$1,979.84 

1905. '"'='""• 

March 31. By amount brought forward $1,752.13 

1906. 

March 31. „ copyright received 58.80 

„ proportion of consolidated income 168.91 

81,979.84 
March 31. By balance brought down $1,904.32 

Income of Savage Fund. 

1905. "^'^"*- 

March 31. To balance brought forward 1375.42 

1906. 
March 31. „ amount paid for books 184.47 

S559.89 

March 31. To balance brought forward $222.10 

1906. CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $337.79 

„ balance carried forward 222.10 

$559.89 

Income of Dowse Fund. 

1906. DEBITS. 

March 31. To amount transferred to General Account $562.98 

1906. CREDITS. 

March 31. By proportion of consolidated income $562.98 
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Income of William Winthrop Fund, 

CREDITS. 

1905. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $197.87 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 218.91 

$il6!28 
March 81. By amount brought forward $416.28 

Income of Appleton Fund. 

1906. "^="*- 

March 31. To amount paid for printing " Collections " $907.14 

„ balance carried forward 4,570.46 

$5,477.60 

1905. ci^Bmls. 

March 31. By amount brought forward $4,790.59 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 687.01 

$5,477.60 
March 31. By balance brought forward $4,670.46 

Chamberlain Bequest. 

1906. "^''"*- 

March 31. To amount paid for preparation of copy of " History " . $912.60 
„ balance carried forward 3,682.52 

$4,595.12 

CREDITS. 
1905. 

March 81. By balance brought forward $4,435.94 

1906. 
March 31. „ amount of interest added 159.18 

$4,595.12 

March 81. By balance brought down $3,682.52 



Waterston Publishing Fund. 

1906. ^^="'- 

March 31. To amount paid for publishing " Proceedings " . . . . $67.90 

„ balance carried forward 4,603.50 

$4,671.40 
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1905. CREDITS. 

March 31. By amount brought forward $4,108.42 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 562.98 

$4,671.40 
March 31. By balance brought down $4,603.50 

Income of Lawrence Fund. 

1906. DEBITS. 

March 81. To amount paid for " Proceedings " $73.80 

„ balance brought forward 381.82 

$455.12 

1905. CREDITS. 

March 31. By amount brought forward $286.21 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 168.91 

$455.12 
March 31. By balance brought down $381.82 

Income of R. C. Billings Fund. 

1906. '*^»"'- 

March 31. To amount paid for printing " Proceedings " $1,541.68 

„ balance carried forward 136.48 

$1,678.16 



1905. CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $1,115.18 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 562.98 

$1,678.16 

March 31. By balance brought down $136.48 

Income of Waterston Fund. 

1906. ''^*"*- 

March 31. To amount paid for printing " Catalogue " $1,216.29 

„ balance carried forward 462.39 

$1,677.68 

CREDITS. 

1905. 
March 31. By amount brought forward $1,396.19 

1906. 
March 31. „ proportion of consolidated income 281.49 

$1,677.68 
March 31. By balance brought down $462.39 
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TRIAL BALANCE. 

DEBITS. 

Cash $1,820.37 

Investments 424,070.39 

Real Estate 97,990.32 

Income of Sarage Fund 222.10 

1624,103.18 

CREDITS. 

Building Account $72,990.32 

Ellis House 25,000.00 

Appleton Fund , 12,203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 6,000.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 2,000.00 

William Winthrop Fund 5,000.00 

Richard Frothingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 43,277.43 

Anonymous Fund 3,277.44 

William Amory Fund 3,000.00 

Lawrence Fund 3,000.00 

Robert C. Winthrop Fund . . . . 10,000.00 

Waterston Publishing Fund 10,000.00 

Ellis Fund 31,663.66 

Lowell Fund 3,000»00 

Waterston Fund 5,000.00 

Waterston Fund No. 2 10,000.00 

Robert Charles Billings Fund 10,000.00 

John Langdon Sibley Fund 168,933.11 

Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund 22,609.48 

Thomas L. Winthrop Fund 2,112.60 

General Account 1,738.66 

Chamberlain Bequest 3,682.52 

Waterston Library 8,947.14 

Income of Lowell Fund 1,323.38 

Income of Appleton Fund 4,670.46 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 416.28 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust Fund 3,195.03 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 1,904.32 

Income of William Amory Fund 1,118.51 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund . 594.66 

Income of Lawrence Fund 381.82 

Income of Robert C. Winthrop Fund - . 3,063.27 

Income of Waterston Publishing Fund 4,603.50 

Income of Waterston Fund 462.39 

Income of Waterston Fund No. 2 3,355.36 

Income of Robert C. Billings Fund . 136.48 

Income of Peabody Fund 2,916.00 

Income of J. L. Sibley Fund 2,603.37 

$524,103.18 

29 
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The income for the year derived from the investments and 

credited to the several funds, in proportion to the amount at 

which they stand on the Treasurer's books, was about five 

and five-eighths per cent. 

Charles C. SiniTq, 

Treasurer. 
Boston, March 31, 1906. 



Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 31, 1906, have attended to that 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and prop- 
erly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer for 
the several funds correspond with the statement in his Annual 
Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfactorily 
accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately taken 
from the Ledger. 

Thomas Minns, ( ^ 

S. LOTHROP ThORNDIKE, ( 
Boston, April 9, 1906. 

Mr. Minns added orally that he had made a careful esti- 
mate of the market value of the securities held by the Treas- 
urer, and that it amounted to 1475,046, or $50,975.61 more 
than they stand at on the Society's books. 

The Librarian read his Report as follows : — 

Report of the Librarian. 
During the year there have been added to the Library : — 

Books 396 

Pamphlets . 1,308 

Unbound volumes of newspapers 10 

Broadsides 45 

Maps 2 

Manuscripts 180 

Bound volumes of manuscripts 43 

In all i^984 
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Of the volumes added, 335 have been given, 99 bought, and 
5 formed by binding. Of the pamphlets added, 1,114 have 
been given, 188 bought, and 6 procured by exchange. 

From the income of the Savage Fund there have been 
bought 54 volumes, 53 pamphlets, and 4 unbound volumes of 
newspapers. 

From the income of the E. B. Bigelow Fund there have 
been bought 441 single newspapers ; and 3 volumes, containing 
356 broadsides, have been bound, all relating to the War of 
the Rebellion. 

From the income of the John Langdon Sibley Fund there 
have been bought 19 volumes, 17 pamphlets, 3 manuscripts, 
2 broadsides, 5 photographs; and 2 volumes of newspaper cut- 
tings have been bound, all relating to Harvard College ; and 
from that of the Charlotte A. L. Sibley Fund 26 volumes, 118 
pamphlets, and 1 manuscript. 

Of the books added to the Rebellion Department 23 volumes 
have been given, and 28 bought ; and of the pamphlets added, 
168 have been given, and 44 bought. There are now in the 
collection, 3,060 volumes, 5,861 pamphlets, 477 broadsides, 
and 110 maps. 

In the collection of manuscripts there are now 1,188 vol- 
umes, 192 unbound volumes, 97 pamphlets with manuscript 
notes, and 14,505 manuscripts. 

The Library contains at the present time 49,247 volumes ; 
and this enumeration includes the files of bound newspapers, 
bound manuscripts, the Dowse Collection, the Waterston Col- 
lection, and the Ellis books. The catalogue of the Waterston 
Collection has been issued; and the Ellis books have been 
added to the aggregate. 

The Winthrop manuscripts, 42 volumes in all, were received 
from Mrs. Robert C. Winthrop, Jr.* on December 1, 1905, and 
have been placed in the cabinet given in April, 1899, by Mr. 
Winthrop for their future reception. 

The manuscripts and newspapers from the estate of the late 
Charles E. French have been received, and are still awaiting 
their assortment and examination, which will be made soon. 
The delay has been caused by the necessary changes to be 
made in the rooms ov6rhead and the rearrangement of the 
books, in consequence of the removal of the American Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences from the building. 
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The number of pamphlets now in the Library, including 

duplicates, is 108,832, and the number of broadsides, including 

duplicates, is 4,692. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Geeen, 

Librarian. 
AprU 12, 190& 

The Report of the Cabinet-Keeper was presented as 
follows : — 

Report of the Cabinet- Keeper. 

During the past year gifts have been received for the 
Cabinet as follows: 

Etchings of Faneuil Hall, Boston, in, 1870, and of the Old 
Corner Bookstore, Boston, in 1850, by Sidney L. Smith, being 
the fifth and sixth publications of the Iconographic Society. 
Given by James F. Hunnewell. 

Three photographs of the Harvard Church in Charlestown, 
the exterior taken before the building of the Elevated Rail- 
road ; exterior showing the old spire inside the later one ; and 
the interior of the Church. Given by James F. Hunnewell. 

An engraving of the " Mayflower " by E. G. Farmer, after 
the painting by Marshall Johnson, published by the John A. 
Lowell Company, Boston, 1905. Given by Charles Francis 
Adams. 

An etched .portrait of President Charles W. Eliot, by Sidney 
L. Smith, published by the John A.. Lowell Company, Boston, 
1905. Given by Sidney L. Smith. 

A Lexington cannon-ball and block, bought at the sale of 
the effects of Hon. Edward Everett, in 1865. A bequest from 
Charles Edward French. 

Six pieces of Confederate money. Given by Joseph Kolsky. 

A soiivenir spoon of the Lewis and Clarke Centennial Expo- 
sition in Portland, Oregon, 1905. Given by Thomas Minns. 

A colored photograph of " A Prospect of ye Great Town of 
Boston in New England in America " after an engraving by 
J. Turner, 1744, on the titlepage of the American Magazine of 
that year ; one of three copies made by Edward Walker West, 
and given by him. 

Three framed engravings of the Taking, by Admiral Vernon, 
of Porto Bello in 1739; of the same place in 1739, with a 
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description by William Richardson; and of Chagre in 1740. 
Given by the heirs of William S. Appleton. 

The Centennial Medal, 1804-1904, of the New York His- 
torical Society, bearing in relief, John Pintard, founder, Robert 
Benson, first President, and the old and new buildings. Given 
by Charles Francis Adams. 

Two canes, one made from the keel of the Constitution bear- 
ing the inscription, "Taken from the Keel of the Constitution 
and presented to S. Hinckley by his grandson, J. H. L3'man, 
June 26th, 1833," and the other made from the Kearsarge, 
bearing the inscription, " Kearsarge. J. Laidley to J. H. 
Lyman, Feb. 14th, 1873." Legacy from John Chester Lyman. 

A colored fac-simile reprint of Paul Revere's Boston Mas- 
sacre. Given by Charles' W. Burrows. 

A photograph of the last survivor of the old Milldam trees, 
standing on lot No. 595 Beacon Street, taken in October, 1905, 
by Norman Leonard Thorndike Sheehan. Given by Thomas 
William Silloway. 

The Appleton collection of American Coins and Medals, and 
Medals relating to Admiral Edward Vernon, bequeathed to 
this Society by the ninth clause of the will of the late William 
Sumner Appleton, which is as follows: — 

" Ninth : — I give to the Trustees hereinafter named, their heirs and 
assigns, my collection of coins and medals, with the cabinets to contain 
them, and all my books, pamphlets, papers aud manuscript matter relat- 
ing to numismatics ; in trust, and for the purpose of sale ; that is to 
say, I desire them to offer and to earnestly endeavor to sell, either 
to the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, or to the Public Library of 
Boston, or to Harvard University, or to some similar and proper insti- 
tution in the United States, the entire collection as above set forth ; the 
whole is valued by me at about forty thousand dollars, but for the pur- 
pose of sale the collection would, of course, be valued by some expert 
or experts, such as Edward Frossard of New York ; in case of the 
effecting of such sale, then to invest and hold the proceeds in trust ; 
and for such purposes as are set forth in the eleventh clause of this 
will ; but in case my said trustees shall not succeed in effecting such 
sale withiu the period of two years from the date of probate of this will, 
then my trustees shall transfer and deliver to the Massachusetts Histor- 
ical Society all my coins and medals relating to George Washington, 
Benjamin Franklin, the Marquis de Lafayette, and Admiral Edward 
Vernon, and all my medals relating in any way to the Territory now 
comprised in the United States of America, or to the history thereof, 
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or to any organization therein, or to any citizens thereof, and all my 
coins, pattern-pieces and paper-money struck or printed in or for any 
part of the present United States of America, before the issue of the 
regular coinage of the Mint of the United States in 1793, and all my 
coins and pattern-pieces struck at the Mint of the United States since 
its establishment; and all the remainder of my collection of coins and 
medals, with the cabinets to contain them, and all my books, pamphlets, 
papers, and manuscript matter relating to numismatics my trustees shall 
sell and dispose of to the best advantage, and shall invest and hold 
the proceeds in trust, and for such purposes as are set forth in the 
eleventh clause of this will." 

The will of Mr. Appleton was duly proved and allowed in 
the Probate Court for the County of SufPolk on May 28th, 
1903, and contains this further provision relating to this 
Society : — 

" Fourteenth : — If by reason of the death of all my children with- 
out issue, my trustees shall be unable to carry out the provisions of the 
eleventh clause of this will, then I hereby direct my trustees to divide 
and distribute all the property in their hands as follows, that is to say : 
... to the Massachusetts Historical Society the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars ; ... if my trustees shall still have in their hands unsold my 
collection of coins and medals, as set forth in the ninth clause of this 
will, then they shall convey and transfer my entire collection of coins 
and medals, with the cabinets to contain them, and all my books, pam- 
phlets, papers and manuscript matter relating to numismatics, to the 
Massachusetts Historical Society." 

The collection is not yet ready for exhibition as it is hoped 
that a suitable place may be given it in one of the rooms 
recently vacated by the American Academy, and that Mr. 
William Sumner Appleton, son of the testator, will kindly 
undertake its arrangement. 

The bequest of Charles Edward French probably includes 
other articles for the Cabinet, but the Committee, to examine 
the contents of the boxes containing the French legacies has 
not yet reported. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geenvillb H. Nokcross, 

Cabinet- Keeper. 
BosTOif, April 12, 1906. 
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In the absence of Mr. Hill, the Report of the Committee to 
examine the Library and Cabinet was read by Mr. Perry as 
follows : — 

Report of the Committee on the Library/ and Cabinet. 

Your Committee have made an examination of the Library 
and Cabinet. The Librarian, Dr. Green, and Cabinet-Keeper, 
Mr. Norcross, gave us„ every assistance we desired in our 
investigation. 

The interesting and valuable collection in the Cabinet ap- 
peared to be arranged in as good a manner as the crowded 
condition of the room devoted thereto would permit. As the 
purpose of such a collection is principally to aid in the study 
of the manners and customs of the past, as an historical study, 
additional room, whenever the Society can furnish it, would 
increase the usefulness of this collection. 

With regard to the Library, we are pleased to find that a 
large portion of the books is being transferred from the large 
room, heretofore furnished principally with wooden shelves, to 
the steel stacks on the third floor, recently vacated by the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, thus insuring greater 
protection against possible loss by fire. 

The efficiency of the Waterston Collection has been greatly 
increased by the recent publication of a complete and very 
valuable Catalogue. 

The Library appeared, so far as ,we could judge, to be in 
excellent working order, and we find that improvements are 
constantly being made, as conditions will permit, to aid the 
student of history in his investigation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Don Gleason Hill, 

Bliss Pbrby, ^CommiUee. 

Henry Greenleaf Pearson,] 

Boston, April 7, 1906. 



I 



Mr. HtTNNE^ELL, from the Nominating Committee, pre- 
sented the following list of candidates for the ensuing year, 
and the entire list was duly elected by ballot : — 



For President. 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
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For Vice-Presidents. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 
JAMES FORD RHODES. 

For Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD STANWOOD. 
For Corresponding Secretary. 
HENRY WILLIAMSON HAYNE8. 

For Treasurer, 
CHARLES CARD SMITH. 

For Librarian. 
SAMUEL ABBOTT GREEN. 

For Cabinet-Keeper. 
GRENVILLE HOWLAND NORCROSS. 

For Members at Large of the Council. 
THOMAS WENTWORTH HIGGINSON. 
ALBERT BUSHNELL HART. 
THOMAS LEONARD LIVERMORE. 
SAMUEL SAVAGE SHAW. 
NATHANIEL PAINE. 

Dr. Green having been elected to two offices, Mr. Charles 
P. BoWDiTCH was on motion of Mr. Hunnewell elected an ad- 
ditional member of the Council, so that that body should 
comprise the usual number of individuals. 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by the Presi- 
dent, the Hon. William Everett, and Mr. T. W. Htqginson. 

After the completion of the regular business a recess was 
taken. When the Society reassembled, a number of invited 
guests were present, .among them Mrs. William B. Rogers, the 
only surviving child of the late James Savage. A marble bust 
of Mr. Savage, a reproduction of the original, modelled by John 
C. King for the Provident Institution for Savings, and now 
in its possession, was ready to be unveiled ; the gift of Mrs. 
Rogers to the Society. The President then said : — 

Bearing length of existence in mind, — fifteen years more 
than a century, — the list of those who have served this Society 
as its presidents is not long. It numbers eight names only ; 
and the term of service, varying from nine to thirty years, has 
averaged a little less than fifteen. But so far as connection 
with the Society is concerned, its traditions and its growth, 
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two among the eight, James Savage and Robert C. Win- 
throp, stand out so pre-eminently that they constitute a class 
by themselves. In the first place, their united occupation 
of the chair covered no less than two-fifths of the Society's 
whole existence; for, beginning in 1841, it extended to 1885. 
Indeed, it just fails to connect us with the founders; for, though 
nearly a third of our present number recall Mr. Winthrop as a 
presiding officer, Thomas Walcut, the last of the original ten, 
had died within the year preceding the first election of Mr. 
Savage. In the next place, those four and forty years were, in 
the history of our Society, very memorable ; they constitute, in 
fact, our golden period. But it was in Mr. Winthrop's time, and 
through his efficient action, that the great change took place. 
Then, in his own language, the Society passed out of what he 
not unfairly described — seeing it had lasted sixty-six years — 
as " a pretty well protracted chrysalis stage, and was permitted 
to display plumage and pinions, which promised a more sus- 
tained and prosperous progress " than could theretofore have 
been anticipated for it. 

The present is the fiftieth annual meeting held since Mr. 
Winthrop indulged in this figure of speech. It was on April 
9, 1857, — that for us memorable occasion when the Society 
formally installed itself in the freshly furnished Dowse Library. 
In our printed volumes of Proceedings there is a record of 
what was then done and said, and to-day that record has a 
peculiar interest. This room is as nearly as possible an exact 
reproduction of the original Dowse Library room in the old 
Tremont Street building, looking out on the King's Chapel 
graveyard, as this looks out on the Fenway. Furniture, 
decoration, and contents are, in the main, the same as those 
then enumerated by Mr. Winthrop, — "the precious volumes" 
which Mr. Dowse "in his lifetime watched over so fondly," — 
the " original sketch of Mr.. Everett, by Stuart, and the fine 
marble bust of Sir Walter Scott, by Chantrey, the chosen orna- 
ments of the library " while in the Cambridge home of its col- 
lector; the busts also of Milton and Shakespeare, of Franklin 
and Washington ; while " the speaking portrait of the venerable 
donor himself, procured for the purpose by the order aijd at the 
expense of the Society, looks benignly down upon these cher- 
ished friends of his youth and his age." And Mr. Winthrop 
then went on to add, " from this apartment which they will 
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henceforth exclusively occupy," these volumes, portraits and 
marbles, " are never in any contingency, which can be antici- 
pated, to be removed." In point of fact, the " never " in this 
case reduced itself to just forty years; for in 1897 wholly 
changed conditions had asserted themselves, and the Society 
sought a new home amid other surroundings. The Dowse 
Library room was, however, in that new home carefuUj'^ and 
reverently reproduced. In it we are now gathered. 

But while in all essentials the same, the memorials have in 
number been slightly increased ; and increased in a way which 
we can feel assured would, could he have foreseen it, have 
been very gratifying to Mr. Dowse. As he looks down from 
his place at the head of the room, the marble bust of Mr. Win- 
throp stands at his left; while the portrait of Mr. Livermore — 
the faithful executor of his will and the benefactor of this 
Society — is a companion to the Everett. To-day, moreover, 
the place on the right of the Dowse portrait is to be perma- 
nently and fitly filled. 

When, at the close of the business portion of the annual 
meeting of 1857, held in the antechamber of the original 
Dowse Library, the key of the still unopened room was for- 
mally delivered by Mr. Livermore, as executor of the will of 
Mr. Dowse, to Mr. Winthrop, as President of the Society, the 
record tells us that the President " invited Honord,ble Josiah 
Quincy and Honorable James Savage, the senior members of 
the Society, to marshal the newly elected officers and the mem- 
bers of the Society into the new room." Mr. Quincy had then 
been a member of the Society over sixty years ; and Mr. Sav- 
age, over forty-four years a member, had two years previously, 
in April, 1855, ceased to be President, closing a service in that 
ofiice of fourteen years. That a memorial of him in marble, 
corresponding to that of Mr. Winthrop, should occupy a posi- 
tion of honor in the Dowse Library, has long been the desire 
of the Society. That memorial the love and veneration of his 
sole surviving child has now supplied. The efiBgy of James 
Savage occupies henceforth its proper place in the room which, 
forty-nine years ago, side by side with President Quincy, he 
was first to enter. 

At this point the bust, a very striking and artistic likeness 
of Mr. Savage, was unveiled. After the applause had sub- 
sided, the Peesident resumed: — 
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Referring again to the period covered by the joint presiden- 
cies of Mr. Savage and Mr. Winthrop, I have said that those 
forty-four years constitute the golden age of our Society ; nor is 
this statement an exaggeration. Historically speaking remark- 
able, those years included the whole series of national adminis- 
trations from John Tyler to Grover Cleveland. They saw the 
rise and culmination of the anti-slavery movement ; the crisis 
of the Civil War ; the subsidence of the long reconstruction 
agony. Through those years our Society pursued the tenor of 
its way, — unbroken, if not always even. That they were for 
us a fruitful season our publications witness. During its first 
half century (1791-1841) the Society printed twenty-seven 
volumes of Collections, — practically a volume, not large in 
bulk, in each two years. The succeeding forty-four years 
saw twenty-two volumes of Collections and a like number of 
volumes of Proceedings added to the number, each volume 
containing twice the matter of a volume of earlier publi- 
cation. But it was in the brilliancy of those at this time 
comprising its membership, their fruitfulness and quality that 
tlie Society was most remarkable. During the earlier period 
there is hardly a name upon the roll now remembered, save 
by the curious, in connection with historical work. During 
the Savage and Winthrop presidencies the record shines : — 
Jared Sparks, George Bancroft, George Ticknor, William 
Hickling Prescott, James Savage, John Gorham Palfrey, 
Richard Frothingham, John Lothrop Motley, Francis Park- 
man, James Russell Lowell, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Charles Deane, and Justin Winsor constitute 
a veritable galaxy. I will not stop to enumerate the states- 
men, publicists, divines, poets and essayists also there ; but 
that it was a time of remarkable fecundity in historical litera- 
ture as well as research those names furnish ample evidence. 

Not least prominent among those mentioned, indeed among 
those here best remembered, was James Savage. In his way, 
and in his peculiar province he was foremost. His, more- 
over, was the most striking individuality of them all. Upon 
his somewhat uneventful life, and his long connection with this 
Society, I do not now propose to dwell. SuflBce it to say that, 
born in Boston in 1784, in Boston he passed his life ; through 
more than fourscore years he was of Boston ; and in Boston he 
died. Chosen into the Society at the early age of twenty-nine, 
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he served in succession as its librarian, as its treasurer, and as 
its president j while his contributions to its Proceedings and its 
Collections were so frequent that to specify them would con- 
stitute in itself a bibliography. His membership extended over 
sixty years, being to this day exceeded in length by that of 
President Quincy only ; and now, when an entire generation 
has passed away since his death, I think I may safely assert 
that, with the single exception of Mr. Winthrop, no member of 
the Society since its beginning lias left upon it so deep and in- 
dividual an impression. Of those on our present roll, nine only 
were members at the time of his death, and of these but three 
can recall him in his activity. He is thus a tradition only. 
Retiring from this chair in 1855, at the age of seventy-one, 
through the ten following years he continued to be one of the 
most constant in attendance at the Society's meetings. Punc- 
tual and assiduous, both Mr. Winthrop and Mr. Hillard speak of 
the quick, firm step, and eager, animated and joyous look with 
which he was wont to enter the familiar room, his whole action 
showing that he felt as much pleasure as he imparted. 

Nothing if not individual, Mr. Savage as a presiding officer 
must have been unique. Mr. Hillard says of him that when in 
the chair, " whatever subject was started in the course of discus- 
sion, it called forth from him a ready contribution of the most 
accurate knowledge conveyed in language quaint and original, 
and, from its point and raciness, commanding attention at the 
time and easily remembered." Such a manner of presiding was 
indubitably after a fashion Socratic; and, as Mr. Hillard fur- 
ther observes, would hardly have been fitting except in an 
assembly of moderate size or interested in the same pursuits: 
but we are assured, " hardly any meeting of the Society oc- 
curred during his presidency without something falling from 
his lips worthy of preservation, either from its substance or 
form." And to the same effect Dr. Alexander Young, 
himself a thorough antiquary and exact scholar, told Charles 
Deane that " he always gathered up Mr. Savage's odd sayings of 
wit and wisdom as they fell from his lips," and he everlastingly 
" regretted that there was no Boswell to collect and preserve 
these Savageana in a permanent form." His manner of pre- 
siding was thus altogether peculiar to Mr. Savage, and charac- 
teristic of the man ; but in him " it was so natural, so true an 
expression of the better part of his nature, that no one was 
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ever disposed to criticise it or to wish it other than it was." In 
short, he regarded the president's chair as a large oppor- 
tunity to discourse upon subjects of which his mind was full ; 
but, on the other hand, his conversation was so spontaneous 
and unstudied that the Society was always glad to listen 
to him. 

As a writer and historical i^ivestigator, we have the high 
authority of Charles Deane — and there can be none higher, — 
for resting assured that Mr. Savage will be remembered as the 
New England antiquary par excellenoe, — past master of the 
guild. To the antiquary it belongs to gather up the small 
facts of history, the fragments of truth, to be a gleaner in the 
by-ways of the past ; and, for all this, Mr. Savage had a 
peculiar faculty. With a persistency and enthusiasm not to 
be surpassed he would pursue his inquiry into the smallest in- 
cidents of history; but to him they were not small, for they 
had their place and their relations. Not infrequently this 
mental habit would bring Mr. Savage into collision with some 
other person of equally individual attributes, perhaps dis- 
similar. The consequences were at times disastrous ; at times 
not without an element of humor. Of the latter, I find an in- 
stance in the diary of J. Q. Adams. Mr. Savage was strong on 
the subject of the revised calendar, the " Old and New Style." 
He made an elaborate study of it; and, as a natural conse- 
quence, was continually unsettling the dates of our New Eng- 
land anniversaries. In 1843 Mr. Adams undertook to deliver 
an address before this Society on the second centennial of the 
New England Confederacy ; and as the anniversary drew near 
a correct date for its observance naturally had to be assigned. 
Mr. Savage went to see Mr. Adams on the subject. What 
follows Mr. Adams characteristically recorded : — " Mr. Savage 
called, and I had a long conversation with him ; chiefly upon 
questions fit only to make a learned body ludicrous, — that is 
on the day of the ceremony. ... I told Mr. Savage that as 
the nineteenth of May of Old Style of the present year is the 
thirty-first of the New Style, I thought they should take the 
thirty-first for the celebration. But he and Judge Davis had 
settled the point between themselves on principle. He argued 
it with me, astronomically and politically, with such lucid illus- 
tration that I lost the thread of his syllogism, and finally did 
not understand him at all." So the anniversary was observed 



238 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

on the twenty-ninth, and not on the thirty-first. Having thus 
upset one accepted historical tradition in 1843, six years later, in 
1849, Mr. Savage upset still another of the same sort, remand- 
ing Fore-Fathers' Day from the twenty-second of December 
to the twenty-first. 

The two literary monuments left by Mr. Savage, the great 
ear-marks by which he will be remembered, are the Genealogi- 
cal Dictionary and the notes to his 1853 edition of Winthrop's 
Journal. These will endure ; not, indeed, as contributions to 
literature, either amusing or instructive, for that they assuredly 
are not, but as memorials of iron industry, learning, and faith- 
fulness to purpose. As Mr. Hillard very frankly admits the 
Genealogical Dictionary possesses " no element of general inter- 
est." To a reader in search of amusement, " it is the driest of 
dry bones, duller than the muster roll of an army," or Homer's 
catalogue of the ships; but even in the arid waste of those 
cumbrous volumes, Mr. Savage's peculiarities of mind and 
temperament from time to time crop out refreshingly. This 
is especially the case when careless inaccuracies of former 
chroniclers are exposed, or, with great freshness of speech, 
hatred of intolerance and bigotry is expressed. As to the 
notes to Winthrop's Journal, Dr. Young once told Charles 
Deane that he was accustomed to read them over and over 
again apart from the text. The information he there gleaned 
expressed in the quaint and inverted style of the man gave 
him keen enjoyment ; and, in like manner, Mr. Hillard says 
of those notes that they " form a mine of curious and accurate 
learning, shrewd remark and quaint illustration, conveyed in a 
style tinged with a certain grave pleasantry very characteristic 
of the writer. Indeed they make by themselves a collection 
wbich may be read with pleasure and profit." But the value 
of the notes to Winthrop's Journal lies quite as much in their 
individuality of thought and expression as in their learning ; 
and while in future editions of the Journal, they will unques- 
tionably in greatest part disappear, — for, like his manner of 
presiding, Mr. Savage's editorial utterances " would not serve 
as a model for imitation," — yet it is safe to predict that no 
matter how many future editions of Winthrop, more scientific 
or even more scholarly, may be forthcoming, copies of Savage's 
edition of 1853 will always be eagerly sought and command a 
high price. As a curiosity of literature it will endure. 
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But in this respect Mr. Savage understood himself and ac- 
cepted his own limitations. He made no claim to literary 
distinction. At times, he wrote, " letters have engaged my at- 
tention ; but most of what I have written may as well 
be permitted to pass by uninterrupted course to oblivion. 
Strangers could hardly express esteem for fugitive papers, 
when no fondness toward them is felt by the author." 

Referring to some letters written by Mr. Savage in his 
younger days Mr. Hillard observes that, " the influence of Dr. 
Johnson was at that time (1800-1806) all pervading, and evi- 
dence of it appears in this correspondence." But the same 
influence is apparent all through the writings of Mr. Savage, 
— it comes like a distinct echo of Rasselas. Take, for instance, 
the following, from the preface to the fourth, and final, volume 
of the " Dictionary," — is it Savage or Johnson who speaks ? — 
" The task that near twenty years since was assumed by me is 
now ended ; and no regret is felt for the time devoted to it. 
Pleasure and duty have been equally combined. ... By the 
majority who, in careless hours may turn over these columns, 
the scrupulous diligence of the printer will justly be more ob- 
served than the research of the author, who should feel suffi- 
ciently rewarded, if his countrymen acknowledge they have 
no further claim to use of his pen after the owner's reaching so 
near the age of four-score. StiU, my rejoicing should be rather 
that my service is finished, than that I have no more to do." 

The fact is that Mr. Savage was 'throughout distinctly 
Johnsonesque. In him it was not a case of either influence or 
imitation ; he partook of the nature of the great English lexi- 
cographer. The similarity cropped out in unexpected ways. 
For instance, we are all familiar with Dr. Johnson's preference 
of Fleet Street and Charing Cross to the loveliest rural view 
in existence. So, Mr. Hillard tells us, James Savage " de- 
lighted like Charles Lamb ' in the sweet security of streets.' 
He had no rural tastes which were not satisfied by the Boston 
Common and Boston suburbs. He had no longings for either 
the mountains or the sea." Old Temple Place, before it was 
cut through as a thoroughfare to Washington Street, was to 
him what Bolt Court was to his English prototype. Not till 
he was over sixty-two was a taste for the country developed 
in him. But then, it is pleasant to know that the summer 
home, set on a hill in Lunenburg, opened to him a new and 
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undreamed of existence. Commanding a rich and boundless 
New England landscape, the shows of earth and sky, Mr. 
Hillard assures us, there fell upon his spirit like a benedic- 
tion. 

Personally I do not remember ever to have seen Mr. 
Savage. He ceased to be president of the Society in 1855, 
the year before I graduated from Harvard, and his attend- 
ance at its meetings fell away ten years later daring that Civil 
War period when I was absent from Boston. I never, there- 
fore, to my knowledge, laid eyes upon him ; but, later, anec- 
dotes of him in his connection with the Society came to me 
from Mr. Winthrop, from Dr. Ellis, and, most of all, from 
Charles Deane. The impression left on those, his associates, 
by him was that of a man of great mark of the peculiar New 
England type. With high standards, moral and intellectual, 
robust in body as in mind, he had a hot temper, great courage, 
a strong will, and an incisive utterance. While a fast and true 
friend, he was also, according to Charles Deane, what Dr. 
Johnson called, " a good hater." His dislikes were as intense 
as his likes ; nor was he chary in the expression of either. 
Thackeray, with his inborn instinct for character, singled him 
out at one meeting, and long afterwards referred to him as 
"that quaint, charming old Mr. Savage"; and in his occasional 
scintillations, coruscations and explosions, Mr. Winthrop 
found in him quite a resemblance to Walter Savage Landor, 
as the middle name indicates, remotely akin. Thus, taken alto- 
gether, Mr. Savage was one of the most attractive as well as 
one of the most noticeable Boston characters of his day ; while 
the profound personal respect inspired by his earnestness, his 
individuality, and his sincere, lofty character combined with 
his kindly, companionable disposition, greatly enhanced both 
generally and among those brought in closer contact with him, 
the weight of those opinions to which he was wont to give 
such outspoken, and even explosive, utterance. 

I have referred to him as a "good hater" in the Johnsonese 
sense of the phrase ; and the objects of his special dislike and 
contempt were many, from Cotton Mather and John Hancock 
to those then living. So far indeed did he carry his feelings, 
or his feelings carry him, that his antipathies became, among his 
contemporaries and associates, matter of kindly jest ; but, none 
the less, his sturdy ebullitions, irrespective of place, and not 
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unaccompanied with expletives, constituted one of the charms 
of his character. Indeed, when occasion called, he followed 
explicitly Hotspur's advice, and left 

..." in ' sooth,' 
And such protest of pepper-gingerbread. 
To velvet-guards, and Sunday-citizens," 

while he gave vent to " a good mouth-filling oath." 

Many anecdotes bearing on this characteristic lingered about 
the original Dowse Library. Charles Deane, for instance, was 
wont to tell, how once, at a late hour in the evening, he was re- 
turning from some entertainment in company, with Mr. Savage, 
when the latter suddenly stopped before the old John Hancock 
house, then still overlooking Beacon Street, and, with mina- 
tory gestures expressive of hatred and contempt, proceeded to 
wake the echoes of night by objurgating the former owner of 
the mansion through forms of speech quite unconventionally 
profane. 

There is another equally characteristic anecdote of Mr. 
Savage, and immediately counected with this Society, recorded 
by our associate, the late Octavius B. Frothingham in his vol- 
ume entitled Boston Unitarianism. He had it from my pre- 
decessor in this chair, the late Dr. Ellis, who was a witness 
to the scene: — "It was one of the darkest episodes of the 
Civil War. Defeat had followed defeat. The credit of the 
government was sinking. Conflict with England seemed im- 
minent. An informal conversation on the situation went round 
the circle ; Mr. R. joined in and criticised the proceedings at 
Washington, uttering sentiments that jarred on the ears of 
loyalists. One of the members [Mr. Savage], an old man [he 
was then in his eightieth year], influential and honored, who 
had lost a son in battle, bore it as long as he could, chafing and 
fretting in his chair ; but at length, unable to sit any longer, 
got up and faced the offender, shook his clenched fist at him, 
and ejaculated, ' Then ' [in the event of Northern overthrow 
and bankruptcy] ' we will all go to hell together ! ' " 

In this incident there was an element of pathos ; but another, 
in which Rufus Choate figured, was wholly humorous. It 
comes to us on the authority of Mr. Hillard, and occurred at a 
preliminary hearing in certain legal proceedings involving the 

use for secular purposes of the old Channing meeting-house 

31 
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site in Federal Street, the edifice in wliich Mi-. Savage officiated 
as deacon until it was taken down, as he afterwards did in the 
new building in Arlington Street, until old age incapacitated 
him from longer passing the contribution plate. Mr. Choate 
was of counsel ; Mr. Savage had been called to give evidence. 
His examination concluded, Mr. Choate, representing the other 
side, was asked if he wished to cross-examine the witness. Mr. 
Choate, it will be remembered, was also a member of this So- 
ciety. As counsel, he suavely replied that he had no questions 
to put to Mr. Savage ; and then, as member of the Historical 
Society, he added in a stage whisper to the associate counsel, 
— " Now I have him under oath I have a mind to ask him why 
he hates Cotton Mather so ! " 

But in the excellent — and excellent bec&use most sym- 
pathetic — Memoir prepared for this Society, his old friend 
and associate, George S. Hillard, tells us why Mr. Savage so 
disliked and denounced both Cotton Mather and John Han- 
cock ; also the Reverend Thomas Welde, the Reverend John 
Wilson, the Honorable Richard Bellingham, and other early 
Puritan worthies. Mr. Savage was no less remarkable for his 
love of strict accuracy than for his love of truth. This quality 
in him hardly stopped short of fanaticism. Cotton Mather he 
thought a sham ; he regarded him as weak and credulous, and 
worse ; and his historical statements were not to be trusted. 
Hating him, as Charles Deane expresses it, " with a deadly 
hatred," he positively resented the old divine's habit of care- 
lessness and inaccuracy, as evidenced in rashness of historical 
statement, roundly declaring that " he seldom touched any 
thing that he did not confound." As to the witchcraft craze, 
and Mather's participation in it, its trials and its executions, 
Mr. Savage reprobated it not as an unhappy delusion but as 
a moral delinquency. He emphasizes the fact that Mather 
was present at the hanging of the Rev. George Burroughs, en- 
deavoring from his place on hoi-seback " to convince the people 
that no wrong had been done " ; but when, a month later, 
Giles Cory was pressed to death for standing mute under in- 
dictment, while admitting Mather's absence at "this triumph 
over the devil," Mr. Savage charitably adds " had the sheriff 
invited his aid, perhaps he would have declined the advantage." 
He finally dismisses his historical bUe noire with pointed allusion 
to his " pious malignity," his " studied looseness of language," 



1906.] ADDEESS BY THE PRESIDENT. 243 

" the darkness of [his] ingratitude, and the equally loathsome 
and ludicrous cowardice of [his] calumny." 

As to Governor Bellingham, that worthy together with two 
others traditionally classed among the venerated fathers of 
Massachusetts, is thus disposed of in one sweeping condemna- 
tion : — "It is gratifying to me to remark that the unbroken 
reign of dismal bigotry from 1649 to 1672 inclusive under 
Dudley, Endicot and Bellingham, — hard, harder, hardest, — 
between the mild wisdom of Winthrop and the tolerant 
dignity of Leverett, came to its end with the last of the 
triumvii's." 

Yet with all the intensity of his feeling there was in Mr. 
Savage a conspicuous absence of any element of malignity. 
He was wholly honest and above-hoard in his denunciations ; 
quite free from what he himfeelf most happily described as 
" the exquisite rancor of theological hate." But, in his eyes, 
the writer guilty of carelessness or falsehood, when he had 
the means of getting at the truth, was little better than a pick- 
pocket. This habit of thought and expression was again 
most amusingly illustrated in the treatment of the Reverend 
Thomas Welde. Mr. Savage actually pilloried the unfor- 
tunate, even if unamiable, divine, and that, too, through a 
study of typography and an interpretation of bibliographic 
facts which on subsequent investigation proved to be wholly 
mistaken. One after the other, Thornton, Drake, Palfrey and 
Felt discredited the conclusions of the " learned editor of 
Winthrop," and, finally, his personal friend and genuine ad- 
mirer, Charles Deane, corresponded with Mr. Savage, endeav- 
oring to convince him of his error, — clearly pointing out that, 
if any culprit there was. Governor Winthrop was he, and it 
was not Thomas Welde but John Winthrop, the " learned 
editor" was in fact, vilifying and belaboring. The well-meant 
effort was merely so much oil poured on the fire of the anti- 
quarian's wrath. John Winthrop he reverenced ; Thomas 
Welde he despised. So John Winthrop's manifest writing he 
continued to attribute to Thomas Welde; who, because of it, 
became a " virulent pamphleteer," and an " over-cunning wri- 
ter," who had recourse to a "sneaking device," and an "ex- 
traordinary instance of bibliographical disingenuity " to serve 
as "a shield of his own cowardice," thus affording him (Mr. 
Savage) the " gratification " of " disclosing the shameless 
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infirmity or petty malice of the ecclesiastical historian." To 
an elaborate exposition of which no less than twelve printed 
pages of the Geneal^ogical Dictionary are devoted. 

As to John Hancock, in Mr. Savage's eyes all the short- 
comings and the excesses, the fallacies, misrepresentations 
and falsehoods of the opposition to Washington were in him 
pei'sonified. Thus, as Mr. Hillard says, it was not in Mr. 
Savage to believe coldly or tamely. All of his opinions partook 
of the warmth and the vehemence of his temperament. His 
mind had no neutral tints ; whatever he believed, he believed 
with a sort of hate and passion. His energy of feeljug was 
consequently not proportioned to the importance of the sub- 
ject ; nor did it make any difference whether the offender was 
then and there present in person, or had been for centuries 
sleeping in his grave. 

But, like his great London prototype of the previous cen- 
turj', Mr. Savage was above all a distinct, well-defined indi- 
viduality. As Charles Deane impressively said, standing as 
it were by his freshly closed grave : " It is absolutely refresh- 
ing in a community like ours, where few dare to have an 
opinion before they know what the public think, to see a man 
form his own independent judgment and stand by it. There 
is a great invisible tyrant stalking about the community we 
call ' public opinion,' which everybody fears and nobody 
dares encounter, which lays down its inexorable laws and puts 
its ban on all who resist them. ... A man who forms his judg- 
ment in the clear white light of truth, irrespective of lower 
considerations, which unfortunately bias most minds, stands 
out before his fellows as a marked man, and by way of con- 
trast challenges respect. He is a tower of strength to the 
weak and shuffling creatures who dare not call their souls 
their own. Such a man was Mr. Savage." 

After the adjournment those present, members and invited 
guests, lunched together in the Ellis Hall by invitation of the 
President. 



